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What is claimed is : 

1. A method of manufacturing ^ drum assembly for an internal 
drum-type imaging apparatus, the drum assembly defining an imaging surface 
which is at least semi-cylindrical, comprising tbte steps of: 

releasably wrapping a drum skirv around a generally cylindrical 
mandrel having an axis, the drum skin defining an imaging surface; 

attaching a drum to the drunyskin while the drum^kin is wrapped 
around the mandrel, the drum and drunyskin defining an at least semi-cylindrical 
interface, the drum and attached drum ^kin cooperating to define a vacuum 
chamber; 

iriflevsietween the drum skin and the mandrel to 
and 

?d drum skin relative to the mandrel and 
?blreAioie\the drum assembly from the mandrel 



generating a fluid/ 
separate the drum skin from t| 

moving the drur 
in a direction parallel to the 
while maintaining the fluid be 



jn the drum skin and the mandrel. 
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whereby the drum and drunyskm Herine an imaging surface.that is greater than 
semi-cylindricaL 



2. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of: 
applying an anti-adherent material to the mandrel prior to the step of 

releasably mounting me drum skin to the mandrel. 

3. /The method of claim 1, wherein the step of attaching the drum 
includes adhesivi^ly attaching the drum to the drum skin. 
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4. The method of claim 1, wherein the drun/ comprises more than 
one drum portion, and the step of attaching the drum indudes attaching one drum 
portion at a time to the drum skin. 



5. The method of clafin^J^whei; 
apertures, and the step of generatin] 
fluid to the vacuum chamber at a pit^gjure, 
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6. The method of cl 
a drum skin includes releasably cl^m^^fig 



the drum skin has a plurality of 
eludes the step of providing a 
atmospheric pressure. 



an 



ein [he step of releasably v^rapping 
the dmm skin to the mandrel. 



7. The methdd of claim 1, the mandrel and v^rapped drum skin 
having a first radius, wherein the step of attaching the drum to the drum skin 
includes attaching a drum having a radius slightly greater than the first radius. 

8. Jhe method of claim 7, wherein the drum radius is about 20 
mils greater than A\e first radius. 



9, A drum assembly for an inj;ernal drum-type, imaging apparatus, 
the drum assembly defining an imaging surface which is at least semi-cylindrical, 
the assembly niade in accordance vyith^al^eth^^ steps, of: 

releasably wrapping a /{rum skin around a generally cylindrical 
mandrel having an axis, the drym skin defining an imaging surface; 



( 



19 



1 



4 



attaching a drum to the drum skin while rtieT^um skin is wrapped 
around the mandrel, the drum and drum skin de^^img an at least semi-cylindrical 
interface and cooperating to define a vacuunv^amber; 

generating a fluid bearingJietween the drum skin and the mandrel to 
separate the drum skin from the netandrel; and 

moving the drmn and attached drum skin relative to the mandrel and 
in a direction parallel to^e axis to remove the drum assembly from the mandrel 
while maintaining the fluid bearing between the drum skin and the mandrel, 
whereby the dptim and drum skin define an imaging surface that is greater than 
semi-cylipdrical. 

1J0. The assembly of claim p, wherein the method further comprises 

the step of: 

applying an anti-adherent material to the mandrel prior to the step of 
releasably wrapping the drum skin to the mandrel. 

M. The assembly of claim^, wherein the step of attaching the drum 
includes adhesively attaching the drum to the drum skin. 

The assembly of claim p, wherein the drum comprises more 
than one drum portion, and the step of attaching the drum includes attaching the 
drum portions one at a time to the drum skin. 
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^8. The assembly of claim f, wherein the drum skin has a plurality 
jaf-a-pertures, and the step of generating a fluid bearing includes the step of providing 
fluid to the vacuum chamber at a pressure greater than atmospheric pressure. 

xj^. The assembly of claim i, wherein the step of releasably wrapping 
a drum skin includes releasably clamping the drum skin to the mandrel. 

y^. The assembly of claim the mandrel and wrapped drum skin 
having a first radius, and the step of attaching the drum includes attaching a drum 
having a radius slightly greater than the first radius. 

y^. The assembly of claim Jo, wherein the drum radius is about 20 
mils greater than the first radius. 
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